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I: Brief Background Note 

“If China follows at the heels of the imperialistic and militaristic nations, China’s 
ascendency to power would not only be useless, but harmful to humanity. The only 
glorious and honourable path for us to pursue is to maintain in full force the old policy 
of “helping the weak and curbing the strong.”1 

 

“When the days of our prosperity come, we must not forget the pain and misery which 
we are now suffering from the pressure of economic and political forces of the Powers. 
When our country becomes powerful, we should assume responsibility of delivering 
those nations, which suffer in the same way as we do now. This is what ‘Ta Hseuch’ 
means by ‘securing tranquillity.”2 
 
“China’s investment in Africa comes with no political strings.”  
 
“China does not interfere in Africa’s internal affairs and does not impose its own will 
on Africa.” -- President Xi Jinping 
 
What has been truly extraordinary today is that China has gone through the long 
history of the difficult journey and now finally has attained a development status that 
has to be recognized and appreciated. Millions of Chinese have now come out of 

                                                           
1 Sun Yassin, National Morale and World Tranquillity, in Lewis Copeland, Lawrence W. Lamm & Stephen 
J. McKenna (eds.), The World Great Speeches, Dover Publications, Mineola, New York, 1999, pp. 399- 
401. 
2 Ibid. 
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poverty. Unemployment is decreasing and inequality will decrease in the course of 
time by managing it with appropriate policy. What Africa should learn is how China 
achieved this status and managed how to deal with and respond to the global 
economy. The best gift China can give to Africa is to share frankly and honestly how 
the Chinese managed the difficult journey and achieved such a globally renowned 
success, especially building science, technology and innovation capabilities. The 
other important lesson from China is to relate with Africa entirely driven by the principle 
of mutual benefit. The gains and losses in the relationship have to be fully transparent, 
open, tangible, explicit, measurable and fully known. What China can try to do is assist 
Africans to engage in an economic and political marathon race to be fully de-colonized 
now. The assistance that Africa has from China by promoting the win-win mutually 
beneficial relationship should be a role model and an example to remove the former 
colonial powers continuing gaining and Africa continuing losing game that has not 
stopped.  

 

The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) initiative was started in 2006. Since 

then, it has been organized every three years. The Belt and Road Science, Technology 

and Innovation Cooperation Action Plan and the China-Africa Science and Technology 

Partnership Program 2.0 aim to help advance Africa's capacity-building in S&T and 

innovation and promote the economic and social development of African countries. 

China-Africa Science and Technology Partnership Program (CASTEP) was launched in 

2009 to establish “a new type of practical, efficient and robust S&T partnership with 

African countries aiming at sharing experience, tapping cooperation potential, taking full 

advantage of S&T’s role in promoting socio-economic development, and facilitating the 

sustainable development of African countries”. The objectives included: 1. Capacity 

building in S&T policy making and management; 2. Capacity building in promoting the 

development of S&T industries; 3. Capacity building in improving people’s livelihood 

through S&T. Following mechanisms were set out to achieve these objectives: 1. Policy 

studies; 2. Technical services; 3. Human resources development; 4. Joint research; 5. 

Technological demonstration; 6. In-kind donations (such as research equipment to 

support African researchers' work); 7. UN cooperation programs with Africa.   

At the third Summit of the Forum on China–Africa Cooperation in Beijing in 2018, China 

has pledged US$60 billion in grants and loans for infrastructure projects, medical 

programmes, clean-energy initiatives and other projects in Africa. As part of the plan, 

China will train African scientists to improve African science in fields from agriculture and 

climate change to quantum physics and artificial intelligence. China will offer 50,000 

scholarships for African students including scientists, to study in China, and will provide 

short-term training opportunities for another 50,000 people to travel to seminars and 

workshops. The action plan also offers scholarships for postgraduate training in China 

and at African institutions, such as the Sino-Africa Joint Research Centre at the Jomo 

Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology in Juja, Kenya. China has made 

commitment to build the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), 

a Continent-wide Public Health Agency to safeguard Africa's health. 
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Other areas of collaboration include: (i) development of the China-Africa Joint Research 
Center, for conducting scientific research and training professionals with a focus on 
ecological preservation, bio-diversity protection, agriculture and food security, and water 
environment treatment; (ii) setting up intermediary institutions (Technology Transfer 
Offices (TTO)) linking research and production, and cooperation on training, public 
awareness and the system and practice of intellectual property rights examination and 
registration; (iii) the China-Africa Green Envoys Program to strengthen Africa's human 
capacity for environmental management, pollution prevention and control, and green 
development; (iv) providing meteorological satellite data, products and necessary 
technical support such as remote-sensing application equipment, education and training 
to better equip African countries for disaster prevention and mitigation as well as climate 
change response; (v) strengthening climate change adaption capabilities through 
providing assistance in kind and capacity-building training. 

On August 24, 2021, the China-Africa Partnership Plan on Digital Innovation initiative was 

proposed. Under the initiative China will share digital technologies with Africa to promote 

digital infrastructure connectivity, including fiber optic backbone networks, cross-border 

connectivity and new-generation mobile communication networks, and help expand 

Internet access in Africa's remote areas. It will also help adoption of new technologies 

such as cloud computing, artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things and mobile payment. 

Further, the initiative proposes to strengthen e-commerce cooperation with Africa to bring 

more quality African products into the Chinese market.   

China’s engagement in Africa has attracted a lot of interest around the globe. China is 

accused of stacking up debt in Africa. There is a need to do serious research to bring out 

the positive side in the relationship and not rely on media to distract us to know what we 

must know. We just did research on China-Africa collaboration on scientific publications 

and patents. It was remarkable what data we were able to discover of the growth in the 

China-Africa collaboration. There is a lot we should do on other STI areas of the China-

Africa collaborations.  

In this context, this book aims to present research studies from across Africa shedding 

light on various aspects of China-Africa collaborations in science, technology, and innovation. 

II: The proposed book invites research papers on the following topics 
but not limited to: 
 

1. Evolution of China-Africa collaborations in science, technology and innovation 
2. China-Africa collaboration in higher education 
3. China-Africa research collaboration and training 
4. China-Africa collaboration in agriculture and food security 
5. China-Africa collaboration in environmental management and climate change 
6. China-Africa collaboration in telecommunications  
7. China-Africa collaboration in digital technologies 
8. China-Africa collaboration in renewable energy 
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9. China-Africa collaboration in space technology applications 
10. China-Africa collaboration in manufacturing 
11. China-Africa collaboration in health sector 
 

III: Submission Process: 
 

Authors are invited to submit the full original papers in MS Word within 8000-10000 
words accompanying an abstract of 300-500 words on or before March 31, 2022. All 
submitted chapters will be double-blind peer reviewed. Anti-plagiarism rules will be 
followed. Contributors may also be requested to serve as reviewers for this project. 

 
IV: Important Dates 
 

Last Date for Submission of Titles and Abstract of 300-500 words: March 31, 2022 
Last Date for Submission of Full Chapters: June 30, 2022 
Date of Notification of Review Reports to Authors: July 31, 2022 
Last Date of Revised Chapter Submission: August 31, 2022 
Expected Date of Publication of the Book: December 2022 – January 2023 
 

V: Editors: 
Professor Mammo Muchie, DST/NRF Rated SARChI Research Chair, Faculty of 
Engineering and Built Environment, Tshwane University of Technology, South Africa. 
Email: muchiem@tut.ac.za; mammo.muchie2019@gmail.com 
 
Dr Angathevar Baskaran, Head, University of Malaya North-South Research Centre 

(UMNSRC) Associate Professor, Department of Development Studies, Faculty of 

Business and Economics, University of Malaya, Malaysia. Email: baskaran@um.edu.my 

Professor Mingfeng Tang, School of Business Administration, Southwestern University of 

Economics and Finance (SWUFE), Chengdu, China. Email: tang@swufe.edu.cn 
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