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Call for abstracts 

Title: “Revival, Excavation and Application of Indigenous Knowledge in 

Africa: Towards Post-Covid-19 and Virus Free Era” 

 A Joint Pan-African Virtual Workshop on Covid-19 

Date: February 25-27, 2021 

Organized by DSI/NRF SARChI Innovation Studies (With all the Post-docs 

and all SARChI Research Associate Fellows) from the Industrial Engineering 

Department in the Faculty of Engineering and Built Environment, Tshwane 

University of Technology, Pretoria, South Africa (www.sarchi.org) 

Background 

The current imposed Post- Covid -19 Pandemic time has to change with Africa’s health security 

of hope for all the people without any exception and discrimination. There is still threats of more 

lock downs to face not only in Africa but also in the rest of the world. Science, Technology and 

innovation research can bring the post Covid-19 entire Africa’s health security of hope today by 

not waiting to achieve it until tomorrow. 

The COVID-19 pandemic poses a dangerous health threat to people in rural and urban areas and 

the Indigenous peoples in and around Africa. During this period, the African communities are 

already experiencing poor access to healthcare facing insecurity and socioeconomic threats.   The 

exposure pointedly is to ordinary people with higher rates of non-communicable and 

communicable diseases, lack of access to vaccines and cure, and other key preventive measures, 

such as clean water, related health technology and infrastructures, medical expertise and essential 

human and health wellbeing services. In addition, the people are confronted with local medical 

facilities that are often under-staffed and under-equipped. Even when the common people try 

to access healthcare services, they sometimes face stigma and discrimination.   

 A key factor is to ensure these services and facilities apply and use the rich African indigenous 

knowledge and traditional medicine.  

The global economic crises with the COVID-19 has caused several crucial challenges to the 

African governments, as Africa has gone through an enormous lockdown to save lives that is the 

major pillar of Sustainable Development Goals 2030 (SDG 2030). In Africa, the pandemic has 
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perpetrated real distress, with high impact on the most vulnerable people that highlight the health 

and inequality concerns. The COVID-19 pandemic engrossed countries and economy around the 

world has created job loses, poverty, loss of life and social insecurity.  

As the contagion rates in Africa begin to be flattening and countries continue to reopen their 

economy, the socioeconomic impact of the pandemic is also getting progressively clear. Countries 

are endlessly striving to battle and overcome this economic as well as human demoralizing crisis.  

The pandemic has certainly obstructed the direction of the countries in accomplishing the SDG 

2030. Africa like the rest of the world has experienced distraction, but all efforts to promote the 

African health security of hope to overcome the pandemic and any viruses must be the priority.  

 Governments have confirmed different measures to sustain the wellbeing of the people by finding 

ways to restore the economy. However, the outspread of the deadly COVID-19 pandemic around 

the world has increased poverty, loss of lives, and miseries of the poor and the most vulnerable 

sectors of the society (Srivastava, Sharma & Suresh, 2020). In Africa, COVID-19 has created a 

serious economic impact, and a study conducted by the AU predicts that in 2020 the African 

economy could drop by more than four percent due to the adverse impact of the virus.  

In Africa, the government departments, private organizations, NGOs and many others have taken 

up the mandate to engage on different education, science, technology, innovation and existing 

indigenous knowledge projects to support Covid-19 interventions. They are in the process of 

engaging multiple interventions as well as the use of African traditional medicine as immune 

system modulators and anti-corona virus therapies. The World Health Organization (WHO) 

acknowledges that complementary, traditional, and alternative medicine has several advantages 

and Africa has a long history of traditional practitioners and medicine that perform a crucial role 

in delivering care systems to the population (WHO, 2020). An average African citizen has the right 

to use medicines tested to the same standards as other citizens in the rest of the world. Hence, 

African governments have embraced an approach, encouraging Member States to provide 

evidence on the efficacy, safety and quality of traditional medicine. African Governments have to 

allocate R & D to make researchers and traditional and indigenous knowledge producers to embark 

on relevant research and to produce traditional medicine and indigenous knowledge innovations. 

The products, medicines and vaccines have to reach the relevant regulatory agencies to authorize 

medicines according to international standards, which consist of the product undergoing tests and 

following a strict research protocol and clinical trials. The WHO has said it is open to “the role of 

IKS in modern medicine and has welcomed innovations based on traditional medicines and plants” 

(SARDC, 2020).  

There is a claim that many countries are working to create vaccines. Claims are spread they would 

like to test the vaccine first in Africa. Africa is always target as the laboratory to do the test. Two 

doctors from France have recommended the test to be in Africa. Scientific evaluation is required 

on claims that vaccines exist to treat the virus. Careful examination much needed before 

recommending any drug as vaccine to treat the virus.  

We call all researchers to produce with different perspectives to present at the workshop, which 

will be attended by policymakers, researchers, development practitioners, health professionals 
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from Africa and from around the world. At the end of the workshop, there will be policy 

recommendations on strengthening Africa’s response to emergencies, enhancing IKS, accelerating 

recovery from the crises, and structuring improved framework of the African Union agenda for the 

Sustainable Development Goals.  

You are welcomed invited to prepare and submit abstracts of papers for presentation during oral 

sessions at the “Joint Pan-African Virtual Workshop on Covid-19.” The unity of knowledge 

matters to address the Covid-19 and any other virus. We have opened the workshop by focusing 

on multidisciplinary themes.  Scientists and development professionals representing diverse 

disciplines are encouraged to submit abstracts for presentation. The abstracts must address 

addressing the themes of the workshop. The workshop shall give priority to problem solution-

oriented abstracts 

The SARChI Scientific Program Coordinating Committee would like as many Pan-African 

Research Institutes, Governments, private sectors, civil society organizations and the   number of 

African Innovation Associations to join and co-partner and collaborate to make sure the knowledge 

produced can be tangibly and effectively applied to make the health and wellbeing difference for 

Africa as a whole.  The African Academy of Science has drawn researchers from all parts of Africa 

to generate policy learning to combat Covid -19 and other disease burdens to fulfill the relativity 

of the speed of Light Square of Africa’s full health security sovereignty of hope. The workshop 

will benefit if there is participation from diverse stakeholders: 1. Medical specialists from different 

fields 2. Universities 3. Government and different relevant ministries 4. Industry 5. Selected 

community service sources, 6. Indigenous knowledge specialists working on traditional medicine 

innovation, 7. Those who have developed vaccines and traditional treatments and 8.  Researchers 

and students from all sectors of society and the media. 

Those who would like to join us as partners are most welcome. Those who 

expressed their interest formally will be included to join in the program as co-

organizers and co-producers of the output. 

Please send us your interest to Lebogang David Shai: E-mail ShaiLD@tut.ac.za 

& LDShai09@gmail.com 

We have also decided to provide awards to the innovators who produce high 

quality research focused on indigenous knowledge application for the 

promotion of Africa’s sustainable health security of hope. 

The workshop is via a webinar on February 25-27, and 2021. Detailed 

information on the workshop registration, program, invited speakers and all 

needed facilitating information with a number of internet links for the webinar 

and abstract submission will be made available at www.sarchi.org.   

 

mailto:ShaiLD@tut.ac.za
mailto:LDShai09@gmail.com
http://www.sarchi.org/
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There are three thematic areas with sub-themes:  

Themes 1 - Exploring the Use of IKS in Response to COVID-19 

Sub – themes   

a. African IKS innovation and calls for action 

b. Scientific research to find a vaccine or cure for the coronavirus including IKS from Africa 

c. Traditional and Alternative Medicine 

d. Advanced Agriculture, Food Science and Health 

e. Research on indigenous herbs and plants for a possible cure for the COVID-19 

f. Advance research and Development capabilities on indigenous knowledge systems and the 

Agro-Processing Sector to Support Government in the Fight Against COVID-19 

g. Best practices for training of African health professionals with evidence from the Covid-

19 crisis and beyond 

 

Themes 2- Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19  

Sub – themes  
a. Lockdown, Vulnerability, and Livelihoods 

b. Catching-up on inclusive and sustainable development 

c. Job creation, entrepreneurship, and capacity development  

d. Policy responses to address the socio-economic and employment crisis 

e. Innovative Policy and Future practice towards pandemic crisis and beyond 

f. Economic transformations through strategic investments in health, energy, transport, 

water, and information and technology infrastructure. 

g. Community challenges and responses to the pandemic 

h. Human Rights and Responses to vulnerable groups 

Themes 3 the Origin of the Covid-19 Virus for Discovery of the Right Cure 

Sub – themes  

 
a) Knowledge of what the COVID-19 virus is where and how it originated. 

b) Evidence Based Research on how different endemics, epidemics and pandemics have been 

addressed 

c) Open Innovation on Unified Knowledge for virus prevention to create a healthy and 

sustainable world 

d) The Value Chain from COVID-19 Virus and Vaccine to Cure 

e) The indigenous knowledge-based vaccine creation 

f)  Anticipatory research to prevent viruses in the future 

g) Analyses of the various claims of how this virus came and who is responsible to spread it 

h) How to create an epistemological fusion paradigm shift to re-define from health crises to 

economic, social and environmental crises and the vice versa 
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Submission of Abstracts 

Participants for the workshop may submit multiple abstracts for which they are an author or co-

author and able to present papers in an oral session.  

• Abstract Title 

• Submitter’s Name (Presenting Author) 

• Submitter’s Institution and Country 

• Submitter’s Email 

• Is the presenting author a PhD Student? (Yes or No) 

• Detailed information on the presenting author(s)’ institutional affiliation, department, full 

postal address and phone number 

• Co-author Name(s) 

• Detailed information on co-author’s institutional affiliation, department, full postal address 

and phone number 

• Choice of theme and sub-theme category for Paper (e.g., Theme 2c) 

• Abstracts and papers should be in English. 

• They should be no longer, than 300 words and contain the following elements: 

introduction, aim(s), research question(s), methodology and preliminary findings. 

Peer Review of Abstracts   

An international multidisciplinary team of scientists will review the submitted abstracts. They are   

those who serve on the Scientific Program Committee for “Joint Pan-African Virtual Workshop 

on Covid-19”. They will review both the abstracts and the assignment of the abstracts to thematic 

oral sessions. The SARChI Scientific Program Committee will set –up the sessions based on the 

number of abstracts accepted and approved. 

Oral Session Structure  

The Scientific Program Committee will be choosing an outstanding abstract to take the lead for 

each thematic oral session. The author and abstract selected will do it in 20 minutes for the oral 

presentation and invited to prepare and submit a full scientific paper that will be peer reviewed 

and included in the special issues of journal publications. Authors will be required to submit the 

full papers the latest One week before the workshop without fail. Instructions on the 2nd phase of 

full paper requirements and journal submission will follow. In the second phase, there will be 

rigorous double-blind peer review process according to the journal editorial policy. In addition, 

we encourage the submission of ‘policy’ and ‘solution’ oriented papers that demonstrate strong 

empirical analysis. 

Schedule and Important Deadlines 

i. All Abstracts for papers should be emailed to Lebogang David Shai: E-mail: 

ShaiLD@tut.ac.za & LDShai09@gmail.com 

ii. Abstracts should be submitted by December 25th 2019 

mailto:ShaiLD@tut.ac.za
mailto:LDShai09@gmail.com
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iii. Notification of acceptance of Abstracts to submitting (presenting) author:  by January 12, 

2021. 

iv. Full papers must be submitted by February 10, 2021 

v. Final workshop program will be available: by February 17, 2021.  

vi. Workshop will be help from February 25th -27th, 2021 

vii. Submission date for selected paper for the special issue is: by March 28, 2021. 

Expected Output 

The expected output should be -Action plan to move forward -Policy Learning -Virus Prevention 

Manual -Sharing publishable research output in the African Journal of Science, Technology, 

Innovation and Development (https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rajs20/current) & the Journal of 

Creativity, Innovation and Social Entrepreneurship (https://sarchi.org/jcise/ ) 
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