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The 8th Africana Post Graduate academy (APGA) was held during 15th -16th of 
November 2017 in the Library hall of the University of Venda, Thohoyandou 
in Limpopo province of South Africa. The academy was of two days event. 
The main participants were over 30 postgraduates and PhD students from the 
University of Venda. The 8th APGA’s focus was primarily on the theme of the 
doctorate journey addressing not only research production but also the 
discovery of the appropriate ways of presentation, examination and final 
successful execution with excellence  
 
In the first day of the event, Ms. Khohomela made the opening remarks; 
followed by the introduction of the participants by Mrs. Ramavhona. Prof. 
Shambare gave this introductory speech introducing the speakers and the aims 
and objectives of the training of the academy.  
 

      
Ms. Khohomela opening              Mrs. Ramavhona introducing the participants 
 
 Prof.Mammo Muchie, Professor, SARChI Innovation Studies spoke on the 
purpose APGA. Prof. Muchie emphasized the significance and the need of 
doctoral academy particularly in the South African context to create strong and 
sustainable networks. This kind of academy will open space where students and 
supervisors engage to wean generations of high quality doctoral research 
scholars with students also engaged fully with each other to support their 
research.  As per Prof. Muchie, postgraduate or doctoral research is a complex 
and time consuming process. Although, it is a complex but intriguing process 
that start with the suitable research problem identification followed by research 
strategy formulation, sample selection & collection, conducting research and 
finally the thesis writing. In this, long process, Master and Doctoral level 
students generally face two types of problems. Firstly researchers struggle to 



identify suitable research problem and how to address it. Secondly many of the 
researchers lack interdisciplinary knowledge to address the research questions. 
Hence, in all these challenging jobs, require proper guidance. APGA is 
organised and designed to overcome such research challenges faced by the 
entry-level researchers at their problem identifying stage as well as advanced 
level candidates at their thesis writing stage.  
 
The primary aim of the seminar is to help Master and Doctoral level students 
from all South African universities to realize and develop the scientific, 
theoretical foundations and the conceptual model or framework for better 
understanding of the nature of the natural, engineering and social science 
research. Further the structure of APGA is designed to begin with to train 
Master and Doctoral level students from South African to accomplish 
successfully to complete their research work on time.  APGA creates a space 
for the opportunity of continuous and sustainable learning interactions to 
enable and capacitate all the post-graduates to produce high quality research 
output. It further brings together the faculty, researchers and students from 
different areas of specialities in order to inspire and qualify their work to do a 
better quality research in their field.  Prof. Muchie gave lectures on the different 
types of writing differentiating academic from journalism and other modes of 
writing. The various ways of academic writing can combine analytical, critical, 
creative, inventive, innovative, reflective and descriptive modes. 
Prof.Muchie also introduced the processes needed to execute high quality 
doctoral PhD research and knowledge output. 
 
 

 
Prof. Mammo Muchie lecturing on Academic Writing and overcoming the 
challenges in the processes of completing PhD research from start to finish 
 
Prof. Nkuna lectured on the topic ‘Examination Process: What do examiners 
look for in a PhD Thesis’. The issues raised are very useful for the students to 
frame their PhD thesis.  



 
Prof. Richard Shambare dealt with the research methodologies by addressing 
ontology, epistemology and axiology by applying and differentiating positivism, 
constructivism, pragmatism and realism in their applications both in selecting 
and using qualitative and quantitative methods. Prof. Shambare demonstrated 
the value and significance of applying qualitative methods showing examples 
how qualitative methods can create powerful insights in the knowledge 
production process. The topic attracted a hot debate about the pros and cons 
of different type of research methods and methodologies especially between 
qualitative and quantitative methods... Participants engaged themselves with the 
topic along with their research problems and hypothesis. The topic was very 
attractive among the participants to help them choose the research methods 
and methodologies suitable for their research problem or hypothesis.  
 
There was also a program to felicitate to newly graduates PhD student. This 
type of function may encourage the young and the budding researchers. 
 

 
Prof. Mammo Muchie and Prof. 
Richard Shambare felicitate a newly 
graduated PhD Student  

 
  

 
Some of the participants in the 8th 
Africana Post graduate academy  

 
The second day’s session started with a brief discussion drawing the lessons to 
be learned and reminding how to apply them in the post-graduate research... 
Prof Richard Shambare introduced the students who are in their PhD or 
Master’s research proposal stage. Students did their presentations 
demonstrating their research questions, objectives by selecting the research 
methods. The students’ research topics are mostly at the earlier stages and 
critical feedback that the presenters found very useful were delivered by the 
mentors and from each other to move forward their research.  
 



     
Student presenting their research proposal / work in progress 

 
All doctoral candidates, post docs, supervisors and mentors from different 
schools, departments and faculties are invited to join APGA. It may help them 
to make research and knowledge the best ways for making a difference in the 
long journey of learning to fulfil the three critical missions of the university, 
research, and teaching and community services.  
 
Looking at the popular demand from the graduate and undergraduate level 
students the activity will be continued further. The academy will be conducted 
at least twice in a semester and the duration of the seminar may be increased 
including more resources persons from different faculties. It will be opened to 
all fields and the university as a whole for the postgraduate level training, 
mentoring and research output.  
 


