
The 10th ALL AFRICANA Postgraduate Academy (APGA) 

Date 
Time 
Venue 
RSVP

: 22 August 2019 
: 08:30 – 16:00 
: Building 13-G19/20, Pretoria Campus 
: TsiriJS@tut.ac.za at 16:00 on or before 20 August 2019. 

08:30 – 09:00   Registration 

Programme Director:  Dr L Sithole 

Time Topic Presenter 

09:00 – 09:15 Opening and Welcome Prof M Muchie 

09:15 – 10:00 Decoding the Research Journey to 
Create High Quality Output 

Prof M Muchie 

10:00 – 11:00 Managing the Bumpy Road of 
Postgraduate Research as a Journey 

Prof S Ojo (TUT) 

11:00 – 12:00 Applied Research for Infrastructure 
Backlog: Critical Analyses to Generate 
Quality Results 

Prof WK Kupolati (TUT) 

12:00 – 13:00 Challenges to Overcome  in Choosing 
Appropriate Research Topics and 
Supervisors 

Prof K Phago (North Western 
University) 

13:00 – 13:30 Lunch 

13:30 – 14:30 Commonly Used Methods of Statistical 
Analyses 

Prof Z Worku (TUT) 

14:30 – 16:30 Postgraduate Panel presentations in 
groups from natural science, engineering 
and economic and human sciences  

Panel leaders :Dr Geci K. 
Sebina(Wits University) and Post-
docs 

16:30 – 16:40 Closing Remarks Dr L Sithole (R & I: TUT) 

mailto:TsiriJS@tut.ac.za


 

Title: “The Post-Graduate Research Completion Process: Producing 
High-Quality Thesis, Research Papers and Patents” 

 
Background 
The postgraduate students are welcome to engage in the research value chain from start 
to finish. The mentors and post-graduates will share from their research experience on 
the ways for creating new knowledge to publish quality papers and patents. The 
postgraduate students are expected to make presentations from their own research and 
open the opportunity to benefit from networking with each other and finding ways to 
convert their work into publications. The SARChI post-docs will also share their own 
research journey.  How they too went to overcome the challenges by identifying the 
strength and weaknesses in the research process to   complete their doctorates.   
 
The postgraduates are expected to explain how after selecting the research idea, they 
develop the research problem, question, objectives and design. The ontological, 
axiological and epistemological issues for the research are clearly identified. The research 
methodology and the methods are clearly stated. The literature review, the conceptual 
and theoretical frames, the research planning, the ethical concerns for data collection or 
experiments in labs and all the needed research value chain from idea to results will be 
fully explored. 
 
The 10th Africana Post-Graduate Academy (APGA) on 22 August 2019 will bring together 
mentors that include experienced professors and post-docs from the different 
departments at TUT and other universities.  The afternoon is devoted to the post-
graduates to present from their varied STEM education and research work with feedback 
to be given by 2 to 5 students in each panel.  Post-doctoral research fellow and professors 
will be in each panel. The post-doctoral research fellows are expected to do rapporteurs 
and there will be a final report to share the outcome. This will help to improve supervision 
of the postgraduates. 
 

 
 
 
 


